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STUDY GUIDE
1 JOHN 4

What is this? On the photograph of the Observation Worksheet for this chapter you will find handwritten5W/H questions (Who?
What? Where? When? Why? How?) on each verse to help you either personally study or lead a discussion on this chapter. The
questions are generally very simple and are stated in such a way as to stimulate you to observe the text to discern the answer. As a
reminder, given the truth that your ultimate Teacher is the Holy Spirit, begin your time with God with prayer such as Psalm 119:12+
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"Blessed are You, O LORD; Teach me Your statutes." (you can vary it with similar prayers - Ps 119:18, 26, 33, 64, 66, 68, 108, 124,
135, 171, etc) The questions are generally highlighted in yellow and the answers in green. Some questions have no answers and are
left to your observations and the illuminating/teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit. Some qualifying thoughts - (1) Use "As is" - these
are handwritten and will include mistakes | made, etc. (2) They may not be the best question for a given verse and my guess is that
on some verses you will think of a far superior 5W/H question and/or many other questions.

Dr Howard Hendricks once gave an assignment to his seminary students to list as many observations as they could from Acts 1:8.
He said "So far they’'ve come up with more than 600 different ones! Imagine what fun you could have with 600 observations on this
passage. Would you like to see Scripture with eyes like that?" (P. 63 Living by the Book - borrow) With practice you can! And
needless to say, you will likely make many more observations and related questions than | recorded on the pages below and in fact |
pray that the Spirit would indeed lead you to discover a veritable treasure chest of observations and questions! In Jesus' Name.
Amen

Why am | doing this? Mortimer Adler among others helped me develop a questioning mindset as | read, seeking to read actively
rather than passively. Over the years | have discovered that as | have practiced reading with a 5W/H questioning mindset, it has
yielded more accurate interpretation and the good fruit of meditation. In other words, consciously interacting with the inspired Holy
Word of God and the illuminating Holy Spirit has honed my ability to meditate on the Scripture, and my prayer is that this tool will
have the same impact in your spiritual life. The benefits of meditation are literally priceless in regard to their value in this life and in
the life to come (cf discipline yourself for godliness in 1Ti 4:8+.) For some of the benefits - see Joshua 1:8+ and Psalm 1:2-3+. It will
take diligence and mental effort to develop an "inductive" (especially an "observational"), interrogative mindset as you read God's
Word, but it bears repeating that the benefits in this life and the rewards in the next will make it more than worth the effort you
invest! Dear Christian reader let me encourage you to strongly consider learning the skills of inductive Bible study and spending the
rest of your life practicing them on the Scriptures and living them out in your daily walk with Christ.

Although Mortimer Adler's advice is from a secular perspective, his words are worth pondering...

Strictly, all reading is active. What we call passive is simply less active. Reading is better or worse according
as it is more or less active. And one reader is better than another in proportion as he is capable of a greater
range of activity in reading. (Adler's classic book How to Read a Book is free online)

John Piper adds that "Insight or understanding is the product of intensive, headache-producingmeditation on two or three verses
and how they fit together. This kind of reflection and rumination is provoked by asking questions of the text. And you cannot do it if
you hurry. Therefore, we must resist the deceptive urge to carve notches in our bibliographic gun. Take two hours to ask ten
questions of Galatians 2:20+ and you will gain one hundred times the insight you would have attained by reading thirty pages of the
New Testament or any other book. Slow down. Query. Ponder. Chew.... (John Dewey rightly said) "People only truly think when they
are confronted with a problem. Without some kind of dilemma to stimulate thought, behavior becomes habitual rather than
thoughtful.”

“Asking questions is the key to understanding.”
--Jonathan Edwards

That said, below are the 5W/H questions for each verse in this chapter (click page to enlarge). This is not neatly typed but is
handwritten and was used for leading a class discussion on this chapter, so you are welcome to use it in this "as is" condition...

1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Sonto be the propitiation for our sins:

Greek - en touto estin (3SPAI) e agaphe ouch hoti hemeis egaphekamen (1PRAI) ton theon all hoti autos
egaphesen (3SAAIl) hemas kai apesteilen (3SAAI) ton huion autou hilasmon peri ton hamartion hemon

KJV 1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.

BGT 1John4:10 vToT OTVv yTn,0X T PEG YT KOPeV TV Bev AN TIXTG Yy TINOEV M G KO TT OTEINEV
TVU VXTO AGOY V TIED TV HOPTIV V.

NET 1 John 4:10 In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
atoning sacrifice for our sins.

CSB 1 John 4:10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the
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propitiation for our sins.

ESV 1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.

NIV 1 John 4:10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins.

NLT 1 John 4:10 This is real love-- not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice
to take away our sins.

NRS 1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins.

NJB 1 John 4:10 Love consists in this: it is not we who loved God, but God loved us and sent his Son to
expiate our sins.

NAB 1 John 4:10 In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as
expiation for our sins.

YLT 1 John 4:10 in this is the love, not that we loved God, but that He did love us, and did send His Son a
propitiation for our sins.

MIT 1 John 4:10 Love was expressed in this. It is not that we initiated love toward God, but that he loved us
and sent his son as an atoning sacrifice to cover our sins.

GWN 1 John 4:10 This is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
payment for our sins.

BBE 1 John 4:10 And this is love, not that we had love for God, but that he had love for us, and sent his Son
to be an offering for our sins.

RSV 1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the
expiation for our sins.

NKJ 1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.

ASV 1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.

DBY 1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation
for our sins.

NIRV 1 John 4:10 What is love? It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his
life to pay for our sins.

RWB 1 John 4:10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins.

Ampilified - In this is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation
(the atoning sacrifice) for our sins.

Wouest - In this is the love, not that we have loved God with the present result that we possess love (for Him),
but that He Himself loved us, and sent off His Son, a satisfaction concerning our sins.

In this: 1Jn 4:8,9 3:1

not: 1Jn 4:19 Deut 7:7,8 John 15:16 Ro 5:8-10 Ro 8:29,30 2Co 5:19-21 Eph 2:4,5 Titus 3:3-5
sent: 1Jn 2:2 Da 9:24 Ro 3:25-26 1Pe 2:24 3:18

1 John 4 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

1 John 2:2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole
world.

Romans 3:25-26 Whom God displayed publicly as apropitiation in His blood through faith. This was to
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously
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committed; 26 for the demonstration, | say, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Romans 5:8-10 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God
through Him. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

REDEMPTIVE LOVE:
GOD IS THE INITIATOR

In this is (present tense) love (agape), not that we loved (agapao) God, but (term of contrast) that He loved (agapao) us and
sent (apostello - aorist tense) His Son to be the propitiation (hilasmos ) for our sins (hamartia) - Men are not the initiates of love
for God. In this is love ("in this way is seen true love") looks forward in the passage. Literally it reads "in this isthe love," the
definite article ("the") appears before the word ‘love,” (in the original Greek text) which defines this as not just any kind of love, but
that particular love (agape) that flows from God as the Source. Innot that we loved God John uses the negative "ou" signifying
that before we were born again, we absolutely did not love God. In fact Ro 5:10+ says "we were (God's) enemies." "The self must
look beyond itself in order to access divine love." (Derickson) "All our love is but a reflection of His and a response to it." (Akin)
Fallen mankind does not "naturally" love God, contrary to popular opinion! It follows that natural men (those still dead in their
trespasses and sins - Eph 2:1+) absolutely cannot express the quality of love (supernatural) about which John writes See

illustrations from Ray Stedman).

Initiating love is
greater than responding love.
-- Grant Osborne

John Piper on the phrase not that we loved God - He is emphasizing that the nature and the origin of love does not lie in our
response to God. That is not where love starts. That is not mainly what love is. Love is, and love starts with God (ED: ESPECIALLY
THAT HE SENT HIS SON). And if anything we feel or do can be called love, it will be because we are connected with God by the
new birth. (The New Birth Produces Love)

Agape love can be given to God
only when it has first been received from God

Glenn Barker - For the author, agape love can be given to God only when it has first been received from God. It exists only as
response to his initial love for us. Moreover, it is God’s love for us that defines what true love requires, which is the commitment to
sacrifice one’s most beloved possession for another’s gain. (Borrow The Expositor's Bible Commentary - Abridged)

The superiority of God’s love does not lie merely

in the fact of its being Divine. It is first in order of time
and therefore necessarily spontaneous”

--John Stott -

Bob Utley - The NT is uniqgue among the world religions. Typically religion is mankind seeking God, but Christianity is God seeking
fallen mankind! The wonderful truth is not our love for God, but His love for us. He has sought us through our sin and self, our
rebellion and pride. The glorious truth of Christianity is that God loves fallen mankind and has initiated and maintained a life-
changing contact.

Justice demanded the propitiation,
but love applied it.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon - In us there was no love; there was a hatred of God and goodness. The enmity was not on God’s side
toward us; but on our side toward Him. “He loved us and sent His son.” The gift of Christ; the needful propitiation for our sins, was all
of love on God’s part. Justice demanded the propitiation, but love applied it. God could not be just if he pardoned sin without
atonement; but the greatness of the love is seen in the fact that it moved the Father to give His Son to an ignominious death, that He

might pardon sinners and yet be just (Ro 3:26+). (Spurgeon Expositions on 1 John)

Love (agapé) is self-sacrifice, the seeking of another’s positive good
at one’s own cost, and a greater self-giving than

God'’s gift of his Son there has never been, nor could be.

-- John Stott
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But (term of contrast) that He loved (agapao - aorist tense) us and sent (apostello - aorist tense) His Son to be the propitiation
(hilasmos) for our sins (hamartia) - But (alla = strong adversative) should prompt us to ask what is John contrasting? John makes a
negative statement, then a positive statement, making a sharp contrast between man’s love and God’s love. He loved (agapao) us
sacrificially (Jn 3:16+) even when we did not love Him (enemies - Ro 5:10+, alienated and hostile - Col 1:21+). Wuest explains that

"He loved is constative aorist, giving a panoramic view of God’s love for the human race. God has always loved sinners.Sent is also
aorist, marking the Incarnation as an historic event. God took the initiative in this His great "operation rescue!" "Our act was to sin.
God'’s was to love and send." (Akin)

Not the incarnation but the atonement
is the pre-eminent manifestation of love (cf. 1Jn 3:16).
-- John Stott

D Edmond Hiebert agrees that "The aorist-tense verb loved refers to the historical, redemptive work of Christ, regarded as a
distinctive landmark." ( 1 John 4:7-21)

The purpose in sending the Son is
not the incarnation but the atonement.
-- Danny Akin

John Stott - The coming of Christ is, therefore, a concrete, historical revelation of God’s love, for love (agapé€) is self-sacrifice, the
seeking of another’s positive good at one’s own cost, and a greater self-giving than God’s gift of his Son there has never been, nor
could be....God loves sinners who are unworthy of his love, and indeed subject to his wrath. He loved us and sent his Son to rescue
us, not because we are lovable, but because he is love. So the greatness of his love is seen in the costliness of his self-sacrifice for
the wholly undeserving (cf. Ro 5:7-8). A clearer manifestation of God’s love could not be imagined. (Borrow The Letters of John)

Amazing love! Charles Wesley was right to ask "Amazing love how can it be that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?" Dear blood
bought, heaven bound brother or sister in Christ, let us sing it out...

And can it be that | should gain
An int'rest in the Savior’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
Amazing love! how can it be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

Love is always demonstrated by actions.
It is not abstract; it is never complacent or static
-- Danny Akin

And sent (apostello - aorist tense) His Son to be the propitiation (hilasmos - see notes below - a settling of the sin question) for
our sins (hamartia) - The AND links the fact of God's love with act of God's love. Love is a dynamic verb. While we clearly cannot
duplicate this act, we can imitate it by giving our best to those who do not deserve it (cf Eph 5:1-2+). Sent in this passage is in the
aorist tense which speaks of God's sending as a historical event in the past, but recall that in 1Jn 4:9% John had used the perfect
tense signifying the permanent effect of this historical sending of the Son. Theperfect tense shows that sending of the Son has
lasting effect! In 1 John 1:7+ we learned that "the blood of Jesus His Son (present tense - keeps on, continually) cleanses us from all
sin." Indeed, the results of the Father's sending the Son and His atoning sacrifice will abide and be efficacious throughout eternity for
all who have received the Son as their propitiation and Savior.

There is no verb "to be" so this literally reads "His Son propitiation." In chapter 2 John said of Jesus "He Himself is the propitiation
for our sins." (1Jdn 2:2) In other words Jesus was not sent to be just the "propitiator," Who offered the sacrifice as did the OT priests,
but that He Himself BE the actual propitiation. In sum, Christ Jesus is both the propitiator and the propitiation for our sin. Propitiation
for our sins explains why God sent His Son and this sending was a manifestation of His love. It is fascinating (but not surprising)
that hilasterion (same word family as hilasmos - see note) is used in the Septuagint of Ex 25:17+ for the golden lid (mercy seat,
place of atonement) of the Ark of the Covenant, clearly foreshadowing Jesus' propitiatory sacrifice on Calvary! Jesus was sent "to
satisfy justice, to meet the demands of a broken Law, to pay the full debt, to satisfy the penalty. It all must be met; it cannot be
ignored. God's love is also just -- love must be just -- and therefore, the only love that is worth talking about is a love that satisfies
(ED: totally, fully placates or appeases) justice." (Stedman) Our (in for our sins) is genitive indicating a personal possessive
pronoun, those sins we possessed! Jesus personally died for our personal sins, each and every one we personally committed! That
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is love "that will not let me go." (Matheson)

Ray Stedman on sent His Son... - That is the sign of love. Stamped forever in human history, the greatest sign of love is a bloody
cross. If you have ever been to that cross and seen the love of God manifested there, you never can go back to a life of selfish
indulgence and quarreling behavior.

Three times in this section on love John writes that the Fathersent His Son - that we might live through Him
(1Jn 4:9), as the propitiation for our sins (1Jn 4:10), and as the Savior of the world (1Jn 4:14). In horse racing
a trifecta is when the bettor wins by selecting the first three finishers of the race in the correct order. That Jesus
would achieve all three of the goals for which He was sent was never in doubt, as His cry underscored -- "It is
finished." (Jn 19:30) (See discussion of Tetelestai - It is Finished! Paid in Full!)

Babies are born into the world,
but only Jesus was sent into the world!

Dwight Pentecost said "The death of Jesus Christ did not change the heart of God, as if One who hated us now loves us, rather it
opened the floodgate so that the love of God for sinners could be poured out to them through Jesus Christ." (Quoted by Hiebert)

Spurgeon - “If there was to be reconciliation between God and man, man ought to have sent to God; the offender ought to be the
first to apply for forgiveness; the weaker should apply to the greater for help; the poor man should ask of him who distributes alms;
but ‘Herein is love’ that God ‘sent.” He was first to send an embassy of peace.” (Sermon - Herein is Love)

David Guzik put it this way - His love for us initiates our relationship of love with Him, our love only responds to His love for us. We
can't love God the way we should unless we are receiving and living in His love.

Love means forgiving the sins of the beloved
and remembering them no more.
-- | Howard Marshall

Steven Cole on propitiation for our sins - So that we don’t get our focus on ourselves, or get puffed up with pride over how loving
we are (ED: It is also possible that those with the spirit of anti-Christ were making the claim with their "lips" that they love God, but
their "life" proved their words to be a lie), John directs us back to God’s love as seen in His sending His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. ....“Propitiation” means to satisfy God’s justice and wrath toward our sin. His love didn’t just brush aside our sin,
because His holiness and justice would have been compromised. Rather, His love moved God to send His own Son, who bore the
penalty that we rightly deserved. The initiative was totally with God! He didn’t wait until we showed some promise of changing or until
we cried out for help. Rather, as Paul put it (Ro 5:8), “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.” (1. John 4:7-11 Why We Must Love)

Max Anders - Theologians argue whether Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross should be described as expiation or propitiation.
Expiation emphasizes payment of a penalty to remove guilt. Propitiation speaks of appeasing or averting God’s wrath. (See Holman
New Testament Commentary - 1 & 2 Peter, 1 2 & 3 John)

Divine love springs spontaneously from His heart.
His wrath against sin cannot be placated by good works.
-- Kenneth Wuest

Warren Wiersbe explains that "We should remember that propitiation does not mean that men must do something to appease God
or to placate His anger. Propitiation is something God does to make it possible for men to be forgiven" ‘God is light,” and therefore
He must uphold His holy Law. “God is love,” and therefore He wants to forgive and save sinners. How can God forgive sinners and
still be consistent with His holy nature? The answer is the cross. There Jesus Christ bore the punishment for sin and met the just
demands of the holy Law. But there, also, God reveals His love and makes it possible for men to be saved by faith." (Bible

Exposition Commentary)

Spurgeon - By nature, we had no love to God; we were his enemies (Col 1:21+, Ro 5:10+, Ro 8:7-8+). We loved sin, and we had
ruined ourselves by it; but God took out of his own bosom the only Son he had, that he might make reconciliation for us (Col 1:22+,
Ro 5:10-11+), and put away our sin. “Herein is love,” says the apostle, as though you could find it nowhere else as it is here. Here is
the height and depth of love immeasurable (Eph 3:18+); here is love summed up (cf Eph 1:10+), here is love’s climax: “Herein is
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (Spurgeon's Expositions on 1
John)

Compare Jesus' words in John 6:44-47 "(GREEK WORD FOR "NO"oudeis MEANS ABSOLUTELY) No one can come to Me
UNLESS the Father Who sent Me draws him; and | will raise him up on the last day. 45 “It is written in the prophets, ‘AND THEY
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SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD. Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me. 46 “Not that anyone has
seen the Father, except the One Who is from God; He has seen the Father. 47 “Truly, truly, | say to you, he who believes has eternal
life."

In his book The Call (borrow), author Os Guinness writes: We cannot find God without God. We cannot reach God without God. We
cannot satisfy God without God—which is another way of saying that our seeking will always fall short unless God’s grace initiates
the search and unless God’s call draws us to Him and completes the search. If the chasm is to be bridged, God must bridge it. If we
are to desire the highest good, the highest good must come down and draw us so that it may become a reality we desire. From this
perspective there is no merit in either seeking or finding. All is grace. The secret of seeking is not in our human ascent to God, but in
God’s descent to us. We start our searching, but we end up being discovered. We think we are looking for something; we realize we
are found by Someone. As in Francis Thompson’s famous picture, “the hound of heaven” has tracked us down. (The Call borrow)

| fled Him, down the nights and down the days;
| fled Him, down the arches of the years;

| fled Him, down the labyrinthine ways

Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears

I hid from Him, and under running laughter.
Excerpt from poem The Hound of Heaven

C. S. Lewis in describing how he came to faith in Christ said “God closed in on me....Amiable agnostics will talk cheerfully about
‘man’s search for God. To me, as | then was, they might as well have talked about the mouse’s search for the cat.” (borrow

Surprised by joy)

James Denney comments: Note the resounding paradox of this verse, that God is at once loving and wrathful, and His love
provides the propitiation which averts His wrath from us. So far from finding any kind of contrast between love and propitiation, the
apostle can convey no idea of love to anyone except by pointing to the propitiation. (Borrow The Death of Christ,)

Harry Ironside - On the Cross the Son of God took our place in judgment. It was not merely the sufferings that men heaped on
Jesus that settled the sin-question, but there as he hung upon the cross and supernatural darkness covered the scene, we read that
Jehovah made “his soul an offering (a guilt offering) for sin” (Isaiah 53:10). In those hours of darkness God was dealing with His Son
in judgment. There He bore in His inmost soul the punishment that you and | would have to bear ourselves for all eternity if left
without a Savior. There He became the propitiation and expiation for our sins. It is at the Cross that we see the fullest extent of
God'’s love. “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1John
4:10). This indeed is love. We hated Him, we loved our own way, we wanted to take our own course, and we did not want to be
submissive to His will. But He loved us and looked upon us in grace. He yearned to have us with Him in glory, free from every stain
of sin. And because there was no other way whereby we could be justified (declared righteous), He sent His Son to become the
propitiation for our sins. Don’t talk about believing God is love if you won’t accept the gift of His love, the Lord Jesus Christ.
It is in Christ alone we have life and propitiation. “There is no other name under heaven that has been given among men, by
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12), but the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 John 4 Commentary)

Harry Ironside - It is God who came out to us. We did not seek after Him. We did not love God, and our hearts were filled with
hatred for Him. But He met our every need. You see, because we were dead we needed life and God sent Christ that we might live
through Him. Because we were lost and guilty sinners it was necessary that a propitiation be made for sin, and God sent His Son to
effect that propitiation. (1. John 4 Commentary)

The Son of God was sent to be the Son of Man that He might die for man. His death was not an accident but an appointment! (Acts
2:23, Acts 4:28, Messianic prophecy in Acts 3:18, 2Ti 1:9NIV-note) (See related resource: Messianic Prophecies)

John MacArthur - Hebrews 9:5+ translates a form (hilasterion or hilasterios) of this word (hilasmos) as “the mercy seat.” Christ
literally became our mercy seat like the one in the Most Holy Place, where the high priest splattered the blood of the sacrifice on the
Day of Atonement (Lev. 16:15+). Christ did this when His blood, spilled on behalf of others, satisfied the demands of God’s holy
justice and wrath against sin. (See The MacArthur Bible Commentary - Page 1964)

James Montgomery Boice - If God had merely sent Jesus to teach us about Himself, that would have been wonderful enough. It
would have been far more than we deserved. If God had sent Jesus simply to be our example, that would have been good too and
would have had some value ... But the wonderful thing is that God did not stop with these but rather sent His Son, not merely to
teach or to be our example, but to die the death of a felon, that He might save us from sin. (Borrow The Epistles of John)

Spurgeon - Who among us would think of giving up his son to die for his enemy, for one who never did him a service, but treated
him ungratefully, repulsed a thousand overtures of tenderness, and went on perversely hardening his neck? No man could do
it. (Spurgeon's Expositions on 1 John)
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THE GREAT INITIATOR - Couples often debate about who loved whom first, but John makes it clear that when it comes to a
person’s relationship with God, there’s no question about who made the first move. God loved first. He initiated. Not in response to
our overtures; not because we were lovable or deserving. In fact, the opposite is true. The apostle Paul observed, “While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). This is the mystery of mercy, the miracle of grace: God chose to love a race of rebels
and prodigals. And it is this kind of love that believers are called to share with the world. Imagine the impact that Christians could
have by letting God fill us with his unconditional, redemptive love—a love that actually pursues evildoers until they stop running, then

blesses them! (See 1, 2, & 3 John - Page 95

Take a moment to praise the King and worship the Name above all names by playing the great hymn sung by Fernando OrtegaHere
is Love

Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Loving-kindness as the flood,

When the Prince of Life, our Ransom,
Shed for us His precious blood.

Who His love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing His praise?
He can never be forgotten,
Throughout heav’n’s eternal days.

On the mount of crucifixion,

Fountains opened deep and wide;
Through the floodgates of God’s mercy
Flowed a vast and gracious tide.
Grace and love, like mighty rivers,
Poured incessant from above,

And heav’n’s peace and perfect justice
Kissed a guilty world in love.

Let me, all Thy love accepting,

Love Thee, ever all my days;

Let me seek Thy kingdom only,

And my life be to Thy praise;

Thou alone shalt be my glory,

Nothing in the world | see;

Thou hast cleansed and sanctified me,
Thou Thyself hast set me free.

Love (26)(agape) is unconditional, sacrificial love and Biblically refers to a love that God is (1Jn 4:8,16), that God shows (Jn
3:16, 1Jn 4:9) and that God enables in His children (fruit of the Spirit - Gal 5:22+). Agape is a self-sacrificing, caring commitment that
shows itself in seeking the highest good of the one loved. While agape is not primarily a feeling, it is certainly not without feeling. It
might be called "caring commitment.” While it is a command to love one another, and it is thus a "duty," it is also and predominantly
a delight. Agape is an attitude manifest by actions, caring, committed actions. Agape often involves sacrifice, and is supremely
exemplified by Jesus' sacrifice of Himself on the Cross. Agape love impels one to sacrifice one’s self for the benefit of the object
loved... (it) speaks of a love which is awakened by a sense of value in the object loved, an apprehension of its preciousness.
MacArthur writes that "agapé (love) is the love of self-sacrificing service (Phil. 2:2-5; Col. 3:12—14; cf. Rom. 14:19; 1 Cor. 10:23-24;
13:4-7), the love granted to someone who needs to be loved (Heb. 6:10; 1 Peter 2:17; cf. Rom. 12:15), not necessarily to someone
who is attractive or lovable."

Agape love does not depend on the world’s criteria for love, such as attractiveness, emotions, or
sentimentality. Believers can easily fall into the trap of blindly following the world’s demand that a
lover feel positive toward the beloved. This is not agape love, but is a love based on impulse. Impulsive
love characterizes the spouse who announces to the other spouse that they are planning to divorce their
mate. Why? They reason “l can’t help it. | fell in love with another person!” Christians must understand that this
type of impulsive love is completely contrary to God’s decisive love, which is decisive because He is in control
and has a purpose in mind. There are many reasons a proper understanding of the truth of God's word (and of
the world's lie) is critical and one of the foremost is Jesus' declaration that "By this all men will know that you
are My disciples, if you have love (agape) for one another." (John 13:35+).
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Bob Utley - Love as an action, not just a feeling. Believers must emulate it in their daily lives. To know God is
to love as He loves.

Bruce Barton - The world thinks that love is what makes a person feel good and that it is all right to sacrifice
moral principles and others’ rights in order to obtain such “love.” But that is the opposite of real love—
selfishness. Real love is holy, just, and perfect, like God. Those who truly know God will love as he does.
(See 1.2, and 3 John)

R C H Lenski- yamn is defined as the love of intelligence, of comprehension and understanding. It always
has that meaning in the New Testament, most completely so here where it speaks of God’s love. Combined
with this is purpose, a purpose that corresponds to the comprehension of the object, whether this is the Son,
the Father, the child of God, the filthy world, the enemy, the things in the world (2:15). Saving y&mn thus
accompanies X&pIg, Aeog, compassion, benevolence. “Love” is the widest term because of what it includes,
the other terms have narrower connotations.

Dodd (Johannine Epistles, p. 111) points out, love in the Hellenistic world became a “cosmic principle, and the
mystical craving for union with the eternal is given a metaphysical basis.”

Agape in 1 John - 1 John 2:5, 15; 3:1, 16-17; 1Jn 4:7-10, 12, 16 (3x), 1Jn 4:17, 1Jdn 4:18 (3x) 1Jn 5:3 (Also in
2John 1:3, 6; 3John 1:6)

Loved (verb) (25)(agapao) means to love unconditionally and sacrificially as God Himself loves sinful men (John 3:16), the way He
loves the Son (John 3:35, 15:9, 17:23, 24). Note that agapao is a verb and by its verbal nature calls for action. This quality of love is
not an emotion but is an action initiated by a volitional choice."expresses the purest, noblest form of love, which is volitionally driven,
not motivated by superficial appearance, emotional attraction, or sentimental relationship." (John Macarthur)

Vine writes that "Love can be known only from the actions it prompts. God'’s love is seen in the gift of His Son,
1 John 4:9, 10. But obviously this is not the love of complacency, or affection, that is, it was not drawn out by
any excellency in its objects, Ro 5:8. It was an exercise of the divine will in deliberate choice, made without
assignable cause save that which lies in the nature of God Himself." (Collected Writings)

Wuest says agape "speaks of a love which is awakened by a sense of value in an object which causes one to
prize it. It springs from an apprehension of the preciousness of an object. It is a love of esteem and
approbation. The quality of this love is determined by the character of the one who loves, and that of the object
loved." (Eerdmans Publishing - used by permission)

In the ancient Greek language there were four words for love that generally focused on four different aspects
of love: (1) eros for fervent longings, sexual passion; (2) philed for friendship; (3) storge for family devotion;
and (4) agapad for loving kindness. The fourth word is the term used by John to characterize God’s love.

AGAPAO USES BY JOHN - Jn. 3:16; Jn. 3:19; Jn. 3:35; Jn. 8:42; Jn. 10:17; Jn. 11:5; Jn. 12:43; Jn. 13